supplemented DMEM and incubated at 37°C in an atmosphere of 5% CO2 for 20 min. The medium was replaced ≥3 times, and the tissue was dissected and placed onto sterile filter paper overlaying an agarose plug, with the filter paper forming a wick into the medium.
To culture lung tissue, a lung lobe was filled through the bronchi with phosphate-buffered saline supplemented with antimicrobial drugs and maintained at 37°C. Low-gelling temperature agarose (1% and 4% [wt/vol] in phosphate-buffered saline) was equilibrated to 38°C. The lung lobe was filled with 1% agarose and set with 4% agarose inside a syringe. Once solidified, the top of the syringe was removed, the lung extruded, and 3-4-mm sections were cut and incubated 18 h in supplemented DMEM at 37°C in an atmosphere of 5% CO2. Sections were moved to a 6well plate, and the outer 4% agarose layer was removed. 
